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MEMORANDUM POR: Chief, Operations Division, OBA

SUBJECT : S8ystem[ |Failure Reported [ 0739

1. Im view of recent speculation cﬁnc,ﬁffff:fffﬁ

25X1D  ©of the Systen| |in Apticle 342 at

systen malfunction reported in 789,

25X1A

operation
it may be25X1A
sppropriate to document & "best Effss“ analysis of the receut

25X1A

2. Possibly, the key to the source of malfunction i3 the

fact that the system, itself, was found to be extremely wet

from condensation during the post-flight check. It is not

morsal for a "cold sosk™ 1o leave | |wet .

condensation was probably caused because the T-bay heater was
ot im use durimg that particular flight., (This was & normal

This

25X1A

situstion. The L ~bay hester is normally used only when equip-

meat is in the
eguipment in the

¥ feet, snd then back up to sltitude prior to turning
25X1A [_'em." Most likely theory is that the moisture in

shorted out the high-voltiage supply tramsistors, causing com-

plete failure of the system,

. On this pariicular flight there was so
y.) Thia condensation was furiher aggravaied
by the faat that the Article was taken from 40 N feet down to

20

the systenm

25X1A

3. 1f there is a moral, or lesson, to be learned in this,

it nay be that normal operation of the system should preclude

its being used during test missions unless the -bay heater is

“on."

4. Once agaim, the above is omly a "best guess,” and there

saens 1o be no way to prove or disprove this without expesing

the unit to the same conditiona. It is felt, however, that the
recosmendatior included in paragraph 3 is geserally sound, and

should bde considered for inelusion in the standerd operatinsg

fastructions for‘thn| |
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